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A cognitive city will be
proactive, powering human
interaction. But there’s more
How do you build a city that transcends borders? Joseph Bradley, CEO head
of NEOM Tech & Digital, talks about powering a dynamic entrepreneurship
ecosystem and creating a global movement.

[Source photo: Fast Company Middle East]
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Welcome to the cognitive city – an urban
environment that combines digital and physical
architectures with hyper-connected
technologies. It’s where virtual and real worlds
integrate, and citizens can traverse in real-time
as a hologram or as robotic avatars.

The mind steering the vision, shaping the
creation of a full-scale ecosystem of cognitive
technologies, is Joseph Bradley, the CEO of
NEOM Tech & Digital Company. With a rich and
extensive background in the tech world, he calls
himself a “digital humanist.”

The efforts of NEOM Tech & Digital are to bring
the notion of a cognitive city to life, Bradley says.
He adds that a cognitive city’s biggest payoff is
its role in enabling a world beyond “static
conversation, static experiences, and
predetermined things.”
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Saudi Arabia’s vision 2030 depends on three
main elements: the ability to build a cognitive
foundation, building hyper disruptive and
engaging solutions, and moving beyond real-
time and driving proactive predictability.

In these critical ways, NEOM Tech & Digital
Company is helping “crystallize and bring to life
Saudi Arabia’s vision 2030.” 

WATCH THE FULL VIDEO HERE 

A cognitive city will be proactive, powering hA cognitive city will be proactive, powering h

 
“When you understand and move from a smart
city to a cognitive one, you comprehend the
power of prediction, predictability, and
proactiveness,” he adds.

Despite the tech advances, the success story of a
cognitive city is human interaction. Describing
the importance of relationships in pivoting from
a smart city to a cognitive city, Bradley says,
“The more we relate to one another, the more
interactions we have, which determines the
value of the entire platform.” 

Future tech ecosystems are grounded in an
inspired workforce. Bradley highlights how
crucial it is for employees to be motivated and
have a purpose at work. “The most important
element in attracting talent is purpose. We
provide a purpose far bigger than any individual
or company. It’s about redefining how we as
humans can live on the planet productively and
responsibly. That’s core to our DNA.”

DYNAMIC ENTREPRENEURSHIP ECOSYSTEM

Apart from a clear sense of purpose, he
highlights the role of wealth creation. “We’ve
worked on creating an environment where you
can be an entrepreneur. You can get that idea
created.” 
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At the heart of the cognitive city are the efforts
to build a dynamic entrepreneurship ecosystem,
integral to which, Bradley says, is building a
system that is supportive of accelerated
learning. 

The next element is funding. “You have to have a
strong economic sense of funding. Most places
today provide accelerated learning opportunities
and globalization, making funding available.”

The third element is access to common data.
“When you think about moving into a cognitive
world, you need to provide access to common
data architecture. If you think about the world
today, data is siloed. So, it’s hard for
entrepreneurs to get data from one enterprise to
another,” says Bradley.

Creating a common data architecture is one of
the core elements that NEOM Tech & Digital
Company has leveraged and removed “the
friction” it takes to extract insights from data. 

LEVERAGING INTELLIGENT DATA

Insight is the currency in the 21st century, says
Bradley. To leverage intelligent data, building
customer trust is crucial. 

“We’re taking intelligence data and allowing
individuals to know how their data is used and
who is using it.” 

After the trust is established, it’s about turning
data into insights. NEOM Tech & Digital, Bradley
says, has overcome the problem of not just data
scarcity but extracting valuable insights. “But,
ultimately, you have to take care of the people
providing this information, as well as citizens
and enterprises.” 

BLUEPRINT FOR CITIES OF THE FUTURE

When envisioning the future, Bradley says, “You
have to understand that NEOM Tech & Digital is
more than just a place. It’s a movement. It may
be located in Saudi Arabia, but it’s for the world.”

On his ambition for the cognitive enterprise,
Bradley says, “I don’t want NEOM Tech and
Digital to be known as a place that replaced
humans.” Calling himself a digital humanist, he
believes technology is not about replacing
humans but about making us more human. “It
allows us to be more of who we are and
accentuate humanity’s best.”

LO G I N

https://fastcompanyme.com/


10/25/22, 8:43 PM A cognitive city will be proactive, powering human interaction. But there’s more - Fast Company Middle East | The future of tech, business and innovation.

https://fastcompanyme.com/impact/a-cognitive-city-will-be-proactive-powering-human-interaction-but-theres-more/?li_fat_id=f908d7b9-a4ec-4008-b82b-0f9d929524d9 4/6

Today's Top Stories:

News

Fast Company’s World Changing
Ideas summit comes to the
Middle East

Work Life

Expert advice on landing the
salary you want

Work Life

The search for alien life hinges on
signs of extraterrestrial
technology

News

Emir of Qatar slams
‘unprecedented’ criticism over
hosting FIFA World Cup

News

ZainTech to acquire managed
cloud provider Bios Middle East

More Top Stories:

Read more related articles in our tech
section here.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Rachel Clare McGrath Dawson is a Correspondent at Fast

Company Middle East who writes on tech, design, and culture.

More

01
02
03
04
05

S P O N S O R E D  C O N T E N T

F R O M  O U R  P A R T N E R S

Lebanon is cash-strapped. Can microloans
save small women-owned businesses?

R E A D  M O R E

LO G I N

https://fastcompanyme.com/news/fast-companys-world-changing-ideas-summit-comes-to-the-middle-east/
https://fastcompanyme.com/work-life/expert-advice-on-landing-the-salary-you-want/
https://fastcompanyme.com/technology/the-search-for-alien-life-hinges-on-signs-of-extraterrestrial-technology/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/emir-of-qatar-slams-unprecedented-criticism-over-hosting-fifa-world-cup/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/zaintech-to-acquire-managed-cloud-provider-bios-middle-east/
https://www.fastcompanyme.com/tech/
https://fastcompanyme.com/author/rachel-dawson/
https://fastcompanyme.com/impact/surprise-buildings-can-actually-consume-more-energy-when-empty/
https://fastcompanyme.com/impact/lebanon-is-cash-strapped-can-microloans-save-small-women-owned-businesses/
https://fastcompanyme.com/impact/lebanon-is-cash-strapped-can-microloans-save-small-women-owned-businesses/
https://fastcompanyme.com/


10/25/22, 8:43 PM A cognitive city will be proactive, powering human interaction. But there’s more - Fast Company Middle East | The future of tech, business and innovation.

https://fastcompanyme.com/impact/a-cognitive-city-will-be-proactive-powering-human-interaction-but-theres-more/?li_fat_id=f908d7b9-a4ec-4008-b82b-0f9d929524d9 5/6

NE WS

Fast Company’s World Changing Ideas summit comes to
the Middle East

WORK LIFE

Expert advice on landing the salary you want

WORK LIFE

The search for alien life hinges on signs of
extraterrestrial technology

NE WS

Emir of Qatar slams ‘unprecedented’ criticism over
hosting FIFA World Cup

NE WS

ZainTech to acquire managed cloud provider Bios Middle
East

NE WS

ADQ invests $125 million in woman-backed Aliph Capital

NE WS

Saudi PIF establishes new firm to localize Halal
production industry

NE WS

Saudi Crown Prince announces initiative to establish
Saudi Arabia as a global supply chain hub

NE WS

Most Innovative Companies 2022: Here’s what happened
at the inaugural awards night

NE WS

KSA to manufacture and export over 150,000 electric
cars in 2026

NE WS

HSBC economists forecast 6.5% growth for GCC
economies in 2022

WORK LIFE

The real reason we’re having a hard time moving past
COVID

IMPACT

Surprise, buildings can actually consume more energy
when empty

TECHNOLOGY

This is how you can prepare to work in the metaverse

TECHNOLOGY

LO G I N

https://fastcompanyme.com/news/fast-companys-world-changing-ideas-summit-comes-to-the-middle-east/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/fast-companys-world-changing-ideas-summit-comes-to-the-middle-east/
https://fastcompanyme.com/work-life/expert-advice-on-landing-the-salary-you-want/
https://fastcompanyme.com/work-life/expert-advice-on-landing-the-salary-you-want/
https://fastcompanyme.com/technology/the-search-for-alien-life-hinges-on-signs-of-extraterrestrial-technology/
https://fastcompanyme.com/technology/the-search-for-alien-life-hinges-on-signs-of-extraterrestrial-technology/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/emir-of-qatar-slams-unprecedented-criticism-over-hosting-fifa-world-cup/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/emir-of-qatar-slams-unprecedented-criticism-over-hosting-fifa-world-cup/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/zaintech-to-acquire-managed-cloud-provider-bios-middle-east/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/zaintech-to-acquire-managed-cloud-provider-bios-middle-east/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/adq-invests-125-million-in-aliph-capital/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/adq-invests-125-million-in-aliph-capital/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/saudi-pif-establishes-new-firm-to-localize-halal-production-industry/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/saudi-pif-establishes-new-firm-to-localize-halal-production-industry/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/saudi-crown-prince-announces-initiative-to-establish-saudi-arabia-as-a-global-supply-chain-hub/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/saudi-crown-prince-announces-initiative-to-establish-saudi-arabia-as-a-global-supply-chain-hub/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/most-innovative-companies-2022-heres-what-happened-at-the-inaugural-awards-night/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/most-innovative-companies-2022-heres-what-happened-at-the-inaugural-awards-night/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/ksa-to-manufacture-and-export-over-150000-electric-cars-in-2026/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/ksa-to-manufacture-and-export-over-150000-electric-cars-in-2026/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/hsbc-economists-forecast-6-5-growth-for-gcc-economies-in-2022/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/hsbc-economists-forecast-6-5-growth-for-gcc-economies-in-2022/
https://fastcompanyme.com/work-life/the-real-reason-were-having-a-hard-time-moving-past-covid/
https://fastcompanyme.com/work-life/the-real-reason-were-having-a-hard-time-moving-past-covid/
https://fastcompanyme.com/impact/surprise-buildings-can-actually-consume-more-energy-when-empty/
https://fastcompanyme.com/impact/surprise-buildings-can-actually-consume-more-energy-when-empty/
https://fastcompanyme.com/technology/this-is-how-you-can-prepare-to-work-in-the-metaverse/
https://fastcompanyme.com/technology/this-is-how-you-can-prepare-to-work-in-the-metaverse/
https://fastcompanyme.com/technology/can-vr-act-as-a-digital-therapeutic/
https://fastcompanyme.com/technology/can-vr-act-as-a-digital-therapeutic/
https://www.fastcompanyme.com/newsletter/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=Compass+newsletter&utm_id=Compass.NL&utm_term=FastCompany%2BNewsletter
https://www.fastcompanyme.com/newsletter/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=Compass+newsletter&utm_id=Compass.NL&utm_term=FastCompany%2BNewsletter
https://fastcompanyme.com/


10/25/22, 8:43 PM A cognitive city will be proactive, powering human interaction. But there’s more - Fast Company Middle East | The future of tech, business and innovation.

https://fastcompanyme.com/impact/a-cognitive-city-will-be-proactive-powering-human-interaction-but-theres-more/?li_fat_id=f908d7b9-a4ec-4008-b82b-0f9d929524d9 6/6

Can VR act as a digital therapeutic?

CO-DESIGN

To reduce air pollution in a park by 50%, just plant some
simple hedges

CO-DESIGN

What physical materials can learn from AI neural
networks

CO-DESIGN

Apple is losing its industrial design boss . . . again

NE WS

Saudi Aramco to support the country’s SME sector with
Taleed program

NE WS

Etihad to operate net-zero emissions flight to COP27 in
Egypt

I M P A C T
IMPAC T

Surprise, buildings can
actually consume more
energy when empty

IMPAC T

Lebanon is cash-strapped.
Can microloans save small
women-owned businesses?

IMPAC T

Pharrell Williams launches
a digital auction house for
A-listers and collectors

N E W S
NE WS

Fast Company’s World
Changing Ideas summit
comes to the Middle East

NE WS

Emir of Qatar slams
‘unprecedented’ criticism
over hosting FIFA World
Cup

NE WS

ZainTech to acquire
managed cloud provider
Bios Middle East

C O .  D E S I G N
CO. DESIGN

To reduce air pollution in a
park by 50%, just plant
some simple hedges

CO. DESIGN

What physical materials
can learn from AI neural
networks

CO. DESIGN

Apple is losing its industrial
design boss . . . again

W O R K  L I F E
WORK LIFE

Expert advice on landing
the salary you want

WORK LIFE

The real reason we’re
having a hard time moving
past COVID

WORK LIFE

Double standards for
women’s professional
appearance persist (even
working remotely)

Advertise  Privacy Policy  Terms  Notice of Collection  Permissions  About Us  Sitemap  Fast Company MENA © 2022 Vibe Projects, LLC

LO G I N

https://fastcompanyme.com/technology/can-vr-act-as-a-digital-therapeutic/
https://fastcompanyme.com/technology/can-vr-act-as-a-digital-therapeutic/
https://fastcompanyme.com/co-design/to-reduce-air-pollution-in-a-park-by-50-just-plant-some-simple-hedges/
https://fastcompanyme.com/co-design/to-reduce-air-pollution-in-a-park-by-50-just-plant-some-simple-hedges/
https://fastcompanyme.com/co-design/what-physical-materials-can-learn-from-ai-neural-networks/
https://fastcompanyme.com/co-design/what-physical-materials-can-learn-from-ai-neural-networks/
https://fastcompanyme.com/co-design/apple-is-losing-its-industrial-design-boss-again/
https://fastcompanyme.com/co-design/apple-is-losing-its-industrial-design-boss-again/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/saudi-aramco-to-support-the-countrys-sme-sector-with-taleed-program/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/saudi-aramco-to-support-the-countrys-sme-sector-with-taleed-program/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/etihad-to-operate-net-zero-emissions-flight-to-cop27-in-egypt/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/etihad-to-operate-net-zero-emissions-flight-to-cop27-in-egypt/
https://www.fastcompanyme.com/impact/can-ai-lead-the-way-in-monitoring-and-managing-carbon-emissions-in-the-middle-east/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=BCG_IC_banner&utm_id=BCG_Banner&utm_term=BCG+IC+
https://fastcompanyme.com/impact-1/
https://fastcompanyme.com/impact/surprise-buildings-can-actually-consume-more-energy-when-empty/
https://fastcompanyme.com/impact/lebanon-is-cash-strapped-can-microloans-save-small-women-owned-businesses/
https://fastcompanyme.com/impact/pharrell-williams-launches-a-digital-auction-house-for-a-listers-and-collectors/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/fast-companys-world-changing-ideas-summit-comes-to-the-middle-east/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/emir-of-qatar-slams-unprecedented-criticism-over-hosting-fifa-world-cup/
https://fastcompanyme.com/news/zaintech-to-acquire-managed-cloud-provider-bios-middle-east/
https://fastcompanyme.com/codesign/
https://fastcompanyme.com/co-design/to-reduce-air-pollution-in-a-park-by-50-just-plant-some-simple-hedges/
https://fastcompanyme.com/co-design/what-physical-materials-can-learn-from-ai-neural-networks/
https://fastcompanyme.com/co-design/apple-is-losing-its-industrial-design-boss-again/
https://fastcompanyme.com/worklife/
https://fastcompanyme.com/work-life/expert-advice-on-landing-the-salary-you-want/
https://fastcompanyme.com/work-life/the-real-reason-were-having-a-hard-time-moving-past-covid/
https://fastcompanyme.com/work-life/double-standards-for-womens-professional-appearance-persist-even-working-remotely/
https://fastcompanyme.com/fast-company-mediakit/
https://www.fastcompanyme.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.mansueto.com/terms-of-use/
https://www.mansueto.com/privacy-policy/#collection
https://kudos.fastcompany.com/?_ga=2.154025787.2030421280.1639485058-1385220935.1638201440
https://fastcompanyme.com/about-us/
https://www.fastcompanyme.com/sitemap/
https://fastcompanyme.com/

